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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 ROME 01003 181145Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

041382 181146Z/14 

OR 18111 1Z JAN 78 

FM AMEMBASSY ROME 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 9960 

INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 

AMEMBASSY BONN 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 

CONFIDENTIAL ROME 1003 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, SO, ET 
SUBJECT: HORN TALKS IN U.S. 

REF: A. STATE 12347, B. ROME 891, C. MOGADISCIO 97 

EMBASSY CONTINUES TO BELIEVE THAT ITALIANS COULD PLAY 
USEFUL ROLE IN ATTEMPTS TO RESOLVE CONFLICT IN THE HORN. 

THEY CONSIDER THEMSELVES MAJOR POWER IN THIS AREA OF 
TRADITIONAL INTEREST AND ARE APPARENTLY PERCEIVED AS 
SUCH BY SOMALIS AND ETHIOPIANS (SIAD BARRE INDICATED AS 
MUCH BY CALLING IN ITALIAN ALONG WITH OTHER MAJOR 
WESTERN AMBASSADORS JAN. 16. LEAKS CAN OBVIOUSLY OCCUR 
ANYWHERE, BUT WE BELIEVE THAT CONTRIBUTION ITALIANS 
COULD MAKE TO TALKS WOULD OUTWEIGH ANY RISK OF LEAK. WE 
THEREFORE URGE THAT DEPARTMENT BROADEN INVITATION 
FOR NEW YORK MEETING (NOT CLEAR TO US FROM REF. A 
WHETHER IT IS BEING HELD THURSDAY, JAN. 19 OR FRIDAY, 

JAN. 20) TO INCLUDE ITALIANS. GARDNER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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